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ET: may 5 5 proper to intro- 
duce the following diſcourſe 


with a ſhort account of the 0 
melancholy occaſion on which 


it was preached, 


Di the 5th of: November, 
1772 about nine o' Clock "at -- 
night, the inhabitants of this city 


were alar med by a ſudden ſhock, 


; reſembling. very nearly that of 
an Earthquake. It was ſoon 

| known to be occaſioned. by. the 
blowing up of a large building 
in the . atergate-Street, in which - 
was aſſembled a great crowd of 
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eople to atter id a puppet-ſhew. 
Vnhappil Ys under the ſhew-room 
was 4 grocer * warehouſe, in 
which was lodged a large quan- 
tity of gunpowder, It is not 
certainly known by what acci- 
dent it was fired, but the effects 
are terrible beyond expreſſion. 
The whole building, (the tim- 
ber and w alls of which were 
remarkably trong) was in a mo- 
ment levelled with the ground, 8 
and forme of the adjoining houſes 
greatly | ſhattered and damaged. 
But who can conceive the fitua- 
tion and feelings of the unhappy 
10 fferers in that tremendous cri- 
ſis? It is diſtreſs too great to 
be r Nature ſhudders 
at -*The- ring: groans that 
were he a] amidſt the. ruins, ex- 
cited in every breaſt exquiſite 
RR, fcelings 
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feelings, which were ſtill heig! 


tened by the impoſſibility of pro- 
curing relief for many of chem 
while life remained, or remov- 
ing that vaſt load of timber and 
ſtones, by which 8 were op- 
preſſed. 


The conſternation and diſtreſß 
of the relations of the unfor- 


tunate ſufferers, con mpleted this 

ſcene of 1 7 'Fhoſe of us 
who were witneſſes of it, can | 
never forget the wild amaze- 
ment and deſpair of thoſe Who 
hurried to ſeek their huſbands, 
wives or children that were in- 
volved in this calamity, or their 
piercing cries when they fol- 
lowed them as they were car- 
| ried home thro' the ſtreets, burnt, 


A2 maimed, 
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maimed, or dead. Ohl it was 


a night ot horror, 


It appears | by authentic ac- 
counts, that twenty-three were 


killed upon the ſpot, fifty-three 


are in the Infirmary with burns, 


bruiſes, &c. and about thirty 
more are in private houſes, i in 


all, one hundred and fix. 


But t extenſive. as the calamity 


3 it muſt have been much 
more ſo, had it not been for 


the carly and vigorous exertions 
that were made to recover many 
out of the fatal ruins; and the 


public thanks are juſtly due to 


many reputable tradeſmen and 
others, who nobly hazarded their 
own lives to reſcue the unhappy 


ſuf- 


CCC 


ſufferers. * Too much cannot be 


ſaid in honour of the Gentle- 
men of the Faculty, who have 


been moſt aſſiduouſſy employed 


in adminiſtring every proper 
means of relief, and to whoſe 


care and ſkill it muſt be owing, 
that ſo few of thoſe who ſur- _ 
vived the deſtruction of - that 
| dreadful night, have as yet died 
of their complaints. Nor can 
we help expreſſing our hearty 
wiſhes for the proſperity and 
happineſs of the humane and 
generous inhabitants of this city 
and the country around it, who 
contributed to that large and -- 


no ble 


* A report univerſally prevailed at that . 
time, that there were many barrels of 


gunpowder amidſt the ruins that had not 
taken fire, —This was an alarming thaught, 


and gave uncommon merit to this act of 


humanity. 


vi e 

noble collection, which was ſo 
early made for the relief of the 
perſons and families of the un- 
fortunate ſufferers: Long may 
they live to enjoy that wealth 
of which they know - how to 
make ſo good an uſe! This 


humanity a benevolence of - 


diſpoſition, which hath ſpread 


5 itſelf thro' all ranks and F 
we. muſt look upon as one of | 


the moſt amiable. virtues of a 


man, and are taught by our wats ” 
religion to eſteem as an eſſential 


characteriſtic of a genuine diſ- 


ciple of Jeſus Chriſt. It were 
well, if every other ſymptom 
were equally pleaſing and favour- 
able as this; and it young pco- 
ple eſpecially could be recovered 
from a life of diſſipation to a 
wiſe and ſober conduct, and 
.. - would - 
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would learn to deſpiſe thoſe plea- 


ſures that enervate their minds 


and corrupt their manners, that 


occaſion ſuch a ſad waſte of 
life and time, and are followed 


with ſuch a train of miſeries 


in the rear. The late awful 


diſpenſation | ſeems particularly 


pointed this way, and calculated 
20 carry convictions of this kind 
to the moſt careleſs and preju- 
diced mind ; nor can it be 
| thought an a os, for 
Chriſtian Miniſters improve 
thoſe public alarms, hi ſuch. 
remarkable Providences may ex- 
cite in the minds of men, and 
which may quicken their at- 
tention to thoſe ſerious truths, 
which, amidſt the calmer ſcenes 


of life, they are too apt to 


888 5 
May 
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May this rod in particular, 


teach thoſe wiſdom who are 
either too giddy, or too ſtubborn, 


to learn it by gentler methods; 
and may we all be preparing our- 


ſelves by a life of picty and vir- 


tue, for that great event which we 
ſteadfaſtiy expect, even the com- 


ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that when all Nature ſhall fland 


before him in expectation. of its 
Gnal doom, the terror of that 
ſcene, which. infinitely exceeds : 
any thing we have ſeen, or can 
_ conceive, may not overwhelm 
but we may lift up our 
eps with Joy, knowing that 
Our complete Redemption draw- | 


eth 1 * 


Cheſter, 
Nov. 14, 1772. 
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The Lord voice crieth unto 15 ay; and = 


the man of wiſdom ſhall fee thy name; 


hear ye the rod, aud Who bath ap- 
. 8 


1E OU wil ably imagine, that 
1 
XX & which this city hath been vi- 
fited, and which hath converted fo many 
chearful families into houſes of mourn- 
ing, directed my thoughts to this ſubject. 
If it may be expected, that the death 
of an individual of our ſpecies in the 
common courſe of nature, ſhould make 
ſome ſerious impreſſion on our minds, 
and every particular inſtance of diſtreſs 
excite ſome ſentiments of compaſſion and 
tenderneſs in our breaſts, how deeply 
ougnt we to be affected, when ſo many 


the late awful Providence with 


B have 


602% 2 


have periſhed in the midſt of our City 
in one fatal moment, and left their 


ſurviving friends overwhelmed with the 


deepeſt diſtreſs? Oh! let a ſenſe of 


religion and Pon inſpire us with 


every proper ſentiment on ſo mournful 


an occaſion. 


They Who believe in the mand. go- 
vernment of God, are aſſured that all 


his diſpenſations have ſome reſpect to 
our conduct, and are intended to im- 
part ſome uſeful inſtructions to our 
minds: And the ſacred writings fre- ö 
quently recommend theſe practical re- 
D garde, 28 correſponding to, and fulfil- 


ling the deſign of ſuch diſpenſations; 


from hence it will follow, that the 
awful event now before our minds was 
deſigned to anſwer ſome wiſe and valu- 


able purpoſe | in the ſcheme of Provi- 


dence, and eſpecially to have a moral 


influence on the minds of men, 


The words of my text contain a 
ſolemn call to regard the Providences 


of God, thoſe of them Eſpecially that 
Carry 
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carry with them ſome particular mani- 


feſtations of the power and diſpleaſure of 


God. The voice of the Lord crieth 
| unto the city, hear ye the rod and 


who hath appointed it. There are two 


things in theſe words, which I ſhall 


take notice of, and which will more 
immediately anſwer my deſign in the 


| choice of them, 


Firſt, that the voice of Goa in ſome 


"of. his Providences hath a very loud 
and ſtartling. ſound, the voice of the 
Lord crieth unto the city. 


Vece, That it is the duty 1 


intereſt of reaſonable men, to conſider 


and improve ſuch loud calls and awak- 
ening e 


Firſt, 1 . that the voice of 


God in ſome of his Providences hath a 
very Lartling ſound; the voice of the 
Lord crieth unto the city. Though we 
have no meſſengers commiſſioned from 
Heaven, to aſſure us of the divine deſigns, 
either as to mercy or Judgment, yet as 


we 


[:--44-] 


we are intelligent and rations} creatures, 


we are capable, in ſome meaſure, of un- 


derſtanding and improving God's provi- 


dential acts and diſpenſations; and our 
reaſon and conſcience will tell us that he 


ipeaks to us as really by his Providence as 


by his Word, and U to be cqually 


regarded. But foi: Providences have a 


peculiarly dark and threatening aſpect, they 


are like the litting up of God's hand, 


and laying hold of vengeance ; they ſtar- 


tle and rouſe the molt: inattentive mind, 


and loudly proclaim abroad the oreſence : 
and power of God. And ſuch ſurely we 
may be allowed to think was that awful 
diſpenſation with which the inhabitants 
of this city were viſited in the courſe of 


the laſt week; ſurely the Lord's voice 


then cried to this city. And was not 
the voice very ſhrill ? Was not the call 
very loud? Surely this Providence, in 


which the hand of the Lord hath been 
ſo awtully lifted up, may well be allowed 


to merit the name of a Rod, And how 
unpardonable would it be to ſuffer ſuch 


a loud admonition and warning to paſs 


unimproved? But the queſtion is, how 
we 
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we are to hear this rod, and to improve 
this public calamity * The anſwer to this 
queſtion will, I hope, prepare you for 


receiving thoſe inſtructions which the 


prtrcient occaſion will naturally furniſh ; 


and this leads me to the ſecond thing 


obſerved, 


That it is the duty and intereſt of rea- 


ſonable men to conſider and improve ſuch 
loud calls and awakening Fr ſpen on. © 


And here I would obſerves, that it is 


by no means ſufficient for our benefiting 
by ſuch ſmarting diſpenſations to take 
notice only of the fag, to make it the 
ſubject of converſation, to join in the 
general lamentation, and to be borne. 
„ down for a while with the torrent of 
the common fears; a ſenſe of our liable- 
neſs to the like diſaſters, and a regard 
to our own preſervation may carry us 
thus far. And indeed the firſt impreſſions 
of fear in ſuch caſes are almoſt unavoid- 
able. I do not aſk, therefore, whether 
we have felt this rod as brutes might 


do, but whether we have heard its lan- 
_ guage 


341 


guage as men ſhould do; whether we 
| have conſidered it as a religious diſpen- 


ſation, and whether our eye hath been 


upon him who appointed it. If the ne 


be not ſent and appointed by God, 


can bring no meſſage to us. If we bs . 
the Providence a” God out'of the diſ- 
penſation, it is not likely to have any 
rational influence, or to make any reli- 
gious impreſſion upon us. Give me leave, 
therefore, to direct your thoughts to the 
practical improvement which we ſhould 
make of this awful Providence, and 
which 1 apprehend conſiſts in ſuch things 


as theſe. 


In ered gratitude to God for 
1 own ſafety and preſervation, and that 
of thoſe that are deareſt to us. One 
would think it impoſſible for any human 
being to behold ſuch a ſcene of deſola- 
tion, to ſee ſo many of his fellow ctea- 
tures involved in one common calamity 
and deſtruction, without bowing down 
his knees, and lifting up his hands to 
Heaven, in undiſſembled and ardent gra- 
titude for his own preſervation. - Men 
es Tt 1 -:-- moſt. 
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muſt have loſt their ſenſes and un- 
derſtanding, they muſt be deſtitute of 
all that is liberal and ingenuous, to feel 
no grateſul impreſſions on ſuch ſolemn 
occaſions. I rejoice greatly, my friends, 
to meet you here this day in peace with 


your families around you, How many 


parents, by the late awful ſtroke, have 
been bereaved of their children, and in 
one moment have found all the ſweets 
of domeſtic life turned into bitterneſs ! 
How many children may become orphans 
we know not yet, while thoſe who were 
united in the cloſeſt bonds are torn away 
from each other, and the ſurvivor left in 


deep diſtreſs and want, And has that 


Providence which hath fo awfully viſited 
many of your neighbours, ſpared and 
protected you? What returns of praiſe 
and thankfulneſs are due from every fa- 
mily, fo highly favoured and diſtinguiſh- 
ed! Is not gratitude the natural return 
for mercies received, eſpecially when they 
are. extraordinary and peculiar ? We know 
not how often we owe our ſecurity to 
an immediate interpoſition of Providence, 
nor how many deliverances are wrought 


out 


16 


out for us by ſetret influences on out 
minds, or the minds of others, whoſe 
purpoſes and actions may affect us: this 
is a ſentiment that one might hope would 
be impreſſed in the ſtrongeſt maner on the 
hearts of thoſe, who have been delivered 
from that threatening ruin that would 
inevitably have befallen them, had they 


gone to the fatal ſpot, as they intended; 


upon this occaſion ſome new reaſons might 
be preſented to the mind, why they ſhould 
not go at all, or not then, or they might 
be called to go elſewhere, or they might 
forget to go, or ſome new turn might 
be given to their thoughts to prevent them 
from going. There are many who are 
ready to acknowledge, that they ſtood 6 
on the brink of this dreadful precipice, 
and that their own ſenſe of things, and 
their firſt purpoſes were over-ruled in a 
very ſurpriſing manner, but which ſoon 
appeared to have the moſt important con- 
ſequences. If they can live and forget 
ſo near, ſo memorable an eſcape, they 
muſt be among the moſt abandoned and 
incorrigible of mankind. And let per- 
ſons of religious diſpoſition and cha- 
racter, 
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racer, learn how nuch they are indebted. 


to that daily gut jtance, that keeps them 


from my miſtakes in their conduct, 
Which | the moſt eftetual manner 
: W 1 occaſions of miſery, and 
ſupplies and guards every ſource of com- 
fort and happinelb. his then is one 
very natural way of improving the late 


fatal and exte enfive calamity, by abound- 


ing in all proper and becoming expreſ- 
nons of gratitude to God for the friendly 
difpoſals of his Providence, who hath. 
delivered us from ſo great an evil, and 
cauled our families 0 abide in keeuiity 
and Peace. 5 


We hou d improve the. folemn - 


Fe affecting ſcene by caltivating in our 
breaſts, hs” moſt tender ſentiments of 
bumanity and compaſiion - for the poor 


unhappy ſufferers. A dilpofition to CE - 


ſure and condemn our nc adours 18 in 
general unchriſtian and wrong, but 
is in a 3 manner inhuman th 
cruel, when they lie under the pref= 
ſure of {ome great abs . lo look 


S upon 


upon them then with Potror as victims 
devoted to the divine vengeance, is the 


Way to abate that compaſſion which we 
ought always to feel for the diſtreſſed. 


At ſuch times it becomes us to aſſiſt and 


comfort them, to heal their wounds, and 


not to add to their anguiſh. And there 
18 nothing that can more improve and 


adorn our natures, nothing can raiſe them 


to a higher and nobler pitch, than this 
amiable tenderncſs and benevolence of ” 
diſpoſition ; nothing can be better or more 
excellent than kind affections and bene 
. actions. Embrace then the preſent. 
opportunity of giving full ſcope to a com- 
| paſſionate temper, and thank God for 
giving. you a heart capable of taſting ſo 
Civine a pleaſure, "There is indeed a ſmall 
nixtute of pain attending the ſoft feel- 
ings of humanity at the fight of diſtreſs; ; 
but that abates in proportion to the 
power of relieving it, and is more than 
| recompenſed by the ſatisfaction of doing 
fo. ] do therefore carneſily recom- 
mend it to you to cxert your benevolent 
dil, politic ns to the utmoſt on the preſent 
| | OCCailun, 
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occaſion. Let me hope that you feel, 
and that you will diſcover the moſt af- 
fectionate ſympathy towards che unhappy 


ſufferers, and the moſt geneious and be- 
nevolent concern for their relief; this is 


a very amiable and eſſential part of a 
religious character. Our Saviour hatit 
ſtrongly recommended the exerciſe of 
mercy to all who are in diſtreſs and 
miſery, in the parable of the unhappy 
man who fell among thieves; how. does 
the character of the good Samaritan ſhine 
in the facred page, and charm every 
reader, who had compaſſion vpon. him, 
went to him, poured wine and oil into 
his wounds, bound them up, ſet him on 
his own beaſt, brought him to an inn, 
ſtaid with him all night, paid the land- 
lord for his lodging, committed the poor 
man to his care, and promiſed to defray 
what farther expences were neceſſary to 
complete the cure! What amiable, what 
godlike offices were theſe! Theſe are 
the characters that are covered with glo- 5 
ry, and that adorn the pages of antiquity. 
And I do think it one very acceptable 


C2: way 


e 1 


Way Of im proving this very afflictive event, 
tolly to exerciie our kind. affections to- 
wards thoſe WhO bave ſuffered by it in 
their perſons Or tamliies this wil be a 


happy indication of a compaſſionate and 
Iriendly heart, conſcious to the tendereit 


ſentiments and motions of humanity, But 


* 


1 mult take the 1: iberty to add, 


3. That we ſhould improre the late 
ſevere and © {marting Provide ance as an 
avſul acmonition, to avoid all thoſe pla- 
ces that have any tendency to dcfile our 
imagin ations and corcupt our hearts. 4: 

rink this ebſervation is juſt, and 
conſideripg g the awfal occafion before us; 
very fellas and unavoidable. Iam not 
one of thoſe who pretend haſtily to pro- 


really think 


nounce on the deligns and ends of Pro- 


vidence, in every par rticular event, And 


I with to guard both myſelf. and you 


= ageinſt 4 cenſorious conſtruction of thoſe 
alllictive events that befall others, to which 
ſome people are too much addided by 
the influence of ill nature, or a party ſpi- 
lit. Some perſons of narrow minds and 

ſour 
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four tempers are fond of turning every 


misfortune into a judgment, and of re- 
preſenting public calamities as marking 


out the perſons on whom they fall, foe” 


the moſt notorious offenders, and the 
peculiar objects of the divine diſpleaſure; 
while others, from a ſolicitude to avoid 
the charge of ſaperſtition, fall into the 
oppoſite extreme, and exclude the Pro- 
vidence of God from any concern in ſuch 
- events, But the truth ſeems to he be- 
tween theſe two opinions; for as on the 
one hand, our Saviour in the inſtance of 
the Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate min- 
gled with their ſacrifices, and the eighteen 
on whom the tower of Sham fell and 
| flew them, has expreſſly cautioned us 
againſt. paſſing judgment on men's cha- 
racters, from any temporal calamities that 
may befall them; ſo on the other hand, 
he has taught us to conſider all events 
as under the direction of the Providence 
of God, and continually over- ruled to 
anſwer ſome wiſe deſign in the ſcheme 
of bis moral government. Why may 


we not then look upon the late dreadful 
calamity, 
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calamity, as a warning given us by Pro- 


vidence to guard againſt the corruption 


of young minds, by ſuch public etiter- 


tainments? 1 owa it itrikes my mind 
ſtrongly in that light, I have been cre- 


dibly informed, that the reprefentations 
were indecent the highest degtee, 


: wholly renee to vitiate the fancy and 


introduce a diſſolution of manners : and 
that their effects on the audience were 


ſo great, as evidently to abate thoſe re- 
ſtraints of modeſty and decorum which 
Providence often makes uſe of to preferve 
men from notorious vices, who have no 
better principles for their ſecurity. And 
I confeſs it fills my mind with horror, | 
to conceive of a number of people in 
this ſituation, when every lober thought 
but I for- 
bear: the ſequel is 3 beyond ex- 


was drowned in ſenſuality — 


preſſion. And ſhall not ſuch an awful 


event be taken notice of among us? 
Shall not the admonition ſink deep into 
our hearts? Shall it not awaken all our 


attention and ſeriouſneſs * ? Shall it not be 


g regarded as a memorable wuargine dert 2 
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Yes, I will hope that you, who are pa- 
rents of maſters of families, will hear and 
regard the awful admonition, that you 
will preſerve upon your own minds an 
abhorrence of all ſenſual pleaſures, that 
you will give your children a taſte ſu- 
perior to ſuch ſorry entertainments, and 
that you will take care that young people 
under your charge, may be fortified by 
all the prudential methods you can uſe, 
aagainſt frequenting theſe nurſeries of vice. 
All entertainments that have a tendency 
to inflame the paſſions, and corrupt the 
hearts of young people, have the moſt 
_ pernicious effects. And ſuch places have 


proved the ruin and deſtruction of thou- 


ſands; they have ſuch a tendency to 
inſtill vice, that it is hardly poſſible for 
perſons to be oſten preſent at them, 
without feeling their immoral effects on 
their diſpoſitions and hearts; and 1 am 
_ perſuaded. that multitudes of diligent, ſo- 
ber youth, unacquainted with vice, have 
met their ruin where they only ſought for 
- pleaſure, and have this way been drawn 


off from the uſeful employments of life, 
| acquired 


+: 
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acquired a looſe and ſenſual turn of 
mind, and been initiated into all the 
myſteries of debauchery and iniquity, - It 
is the duty, therefore, of all good ma- 
gifirates and good men, to diſcourage as 
much as poflible ſuch dangerous places 
and pleaſures, and, to uſe all their in- 
fluence to prevent the return of them 
among us for the future. It will be 
one of the ha ppieſt effects and the very 
beſt improvement of the late ſorrowful 
cvent, if it abate that rage of ſenſual 
i pleaſure which {o generally prevails 45 
us; if every man will ſeriouſly reflect 
upon his own conduct, ſearch out and 
give up the iniquity which he Hath in- 
dulged, attend more ſeriouſly to thoſe 
moral and religious truths which he bath 
: diſregarded, and fet about the perfor- 
mance of thoſe. duties which he hath 

negleaed ; happy, if 1 in conſequence of 
the late awakening diſpenſation, we ſhould | 
be lefs addicted to thoſe amuſements and 
diverſions which intrench on the more 
manly and ſerious duties of life; more 
attentive in our reſpective ſtations to our 


proper , 
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proper bufineſs,_ to the order: and- S co- 


nomy of our families, and eſpecially io 
the good behaviour and improvement of 
children and ſervants, inſtructing them 


in the principles of chriſtian knowledge 


and virtue, and guarding them more 
diligently agaialt the temptations of lite, 
and the corruptions of the age. If theſe 
| ſhould be the effects, in any conſiderable 
degree, of our late alarm, it would be 
falling i in, according to my way of think- 
ing, in an eſſential manner with the prac- 
tical deſign of ſuch a diſpenſation; and 
I pray Gad that ſome good may come 
out of ſo much evil, and that we may 
apply, by juſt and proper reflection, tbe 
calamities that have befallen others, f for 
our future caution, and to our own. im- 


provement in wiſdom and virtue. There 


is too much reaſon to fear that the effect 
upon the minds of the generality of 
people will be nothing more than a tran- 


ſient conſternation and terror; the im- 
preſſions made by ſuch events are violent 
rather than laſting; they affect their" 


2 a" ray acneing their judg- 
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ment and conſcience, But the man of 
de ſdomn, wiſe and conſiderate perſons, will. 

1 make | A good uſe. of: ſuch events; they ” 
Will not be- inatteritive to the hand of 
| God, or negligent obſervers of his Pro- 
vidence; ſuch ſudden calamities will ſuit- 
ably affect their minds, render them more 
ſenſible of the dangers to which they 
are every hour expoſed,” and cauſe their 
hearts to abound more and more in gra- 
litude to that great Bein g, on whom 
their life; time and fafety depend, .* | 
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